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INTRODUCTION. 


F Mr. Pitt had ſucceeded in hurrying his pro- 
1 poſitions through the Hovle of Commons in 
Fngland, in the ſame indecent 'manner as his 
agent My, Orde purſued in Ireland, without en- 
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_ * quiry, examination, diſcuſſion, or deliberation; - 


his deep-laid plan for redueing ibis kingdom to 
a ſtate of more abject dependence on Great Bri- 
rain than at any period of her hiſtory ſhe has ever 
experienced, might have, by this time, been carried 


into effect. But thanks to the conſtitutional jea- 


touſy that animated the exertions of the Britiſh 
fenate, merchants and manufacturers, his deſpe- 
rate views have been laid open to the world; and 


Ireland rouſed by the example of Britain, will be- 


hold with horror the gulph, on the edge of 
which ſhe now ſtands; but into which, I am 
convinced, there is not a power on earth now 

ſofficient to hurry her, with her eyes open. For 
deſtruction to be avoided needs only to be ſeen; 
and an attempt to bind the galling chains of Bri- 
tiſh legi/lature on Iriſb independence needs only to be 
diſcovered to unite the hands and hearts of every 
Iriſhman, in defence of what is neareft and deareſt 
to him as a man, proud of his freedom, and de- 
OR to part with independence but with his 
If, for the misfortune of both countries, Mr: 
Pitt's plan had been carried into effect, and the 


two iſlands been again bound in the connection of 


dominion and dependance; good God ! what friend 
to their general happineſs but muſt ſhudder at 
the fatal conſequences that muſt ſoon have fol- 
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' lowed from the ill-forted union! Jealouſy, ha- 


into acts of enmity, civil war, and bloodſhed, 
that muſt have ultimately led to a final ſepara- 

tion. | . 
My object is, at preſent, to lay before the 


public, a fair and impartial account of Mr. Pitts 


reſolutions, as they, at preſent, ſtand, after 
having paſſed the Houſe of Commons in England, 
and as they have, been ſent up to the Lords ; for 
whatever alterations may be hereafter made, will, 
moſt probably, be but very inconſiderable; and 
1 ſhall add ſuch plain obſervations on the princi- 
pal objects of that complicated ſyſtem, as will 
render the great features eaſy and intelligible to 
every ſhop-keeper and manufacturer in the king- 
dom: with a view of uniting every man in the 
common cauſe of his country, and rouſing every 
individual to exert. himſelf, either as a member 
of a county, of a city, borough, or body corpo- 
rate, to oppoſe by petition, remonſtrance, &c. 
the deteſtable idea of bartering the coaſtitutional 
independence of Ireland for a ſhadow of diſtant 
and precarious advantage. 0 . 
For inſtead of the mighty advantages to Ireland 
ſo pompouſly diſplayed on the opening this plan, 
it will appear evident, on conſideration, that, if 
adopted, as now propoſed, it would be more 
likely to injure the trade and infant manufactures 


of this kingdom, by impoſing heavy burdens 


that muſt for ever prevent them from flouriſhing 
and riſing into competition with thoſe of Great 
Britain. And thus Ireland would, by the pro- 


poſed arrangement, be not only reduced to a 


ſtate of dependance on Great Britain for ever; 

but in point of trade and manufactures be fetter- 

ed by many regulations and reſtrictions 3 
| PL whic 


tred, averſion, at the moment, muſt have ſoon 
burſt out, on the firſt favourable opportunity, 
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which ſhe is, at preſent, exempt, and would be 
ſubjected to taxes and impoſitions to be impoſed 
by her wealthy, powerful, and jealous rival and 


miſtreſs, Great Britain. —A fituation too big 


with ruin to be viewed, even in idea, with pati- 


ence, by any friend to Ireland. | 
I ſhall not trifle with your time and good ſenſe, 


to prove that Mr. Pitt's twenty reſolutions are 


different both in ſpirit and principle from the 


eleven originally paſſed in Ireland, as I ſhall 


have occaſion to call your attention to the mate- 
rial alterations as we go along. The Miniſter, 


| who ſpontaneoully ſubmitted them to Ireland as 
the baſis of a treaty with Great Britain, muſt ap- 


pear to every man pledged in the moſt folemn 
manner, to abide by his original propoſiti- 
ons.—The Duke of Rutland, from his fituation, 
became guarantee for his good faith, and for 
the performance of the articles contained in 
thoſe propoſitions : and yet Mr. Pitt has not he- 
ſitated to infringe this ſolemn act, to introduce an 


entirely newſyſtem, inconſiſtent with, andoppoſite 
to his former propoſitions ; declaring thereby to 
all mankind the levity of his character, his diſre- 


gard to an engagement of the moſt ſolemn na- 
ture, his contempt for his Lord Lieutenant, 
whom he ſcruples not to inſult as a man devoid 
of character and conſiſtency, the ſeryant of his 
caprice, the tool of his arbitrary principles, and 
the engine to execute his high and mighty mini- 
ſterial mandates.” . 9 

ls the Duke of Rutland degraded to this ſitu- 
ation Will the proud ſon of the great and re- 


ſpectable Marguiſs of Granby ; will the brother of 


that diſtinguiſhed youth, who fell high in honour, 
and covered with glory, ſully the bright name 


of Manners by ſuch a line of conduct? I enter- 
tain too high an idea of his Grace's character, to 
5 . ſuſpect 


5 
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ſuſpect him of ſuch meanneſs. His judgment 
may have been miſled, his unſuſpecting character 
impoſed on by artifice, and his honeſt nature be- 
guiled into actions that I blame and diſapprove, 
but Jam convinced he is incapable of deliberate 
diſhonour. og. 1 70 45 

With the ſimple repeal of the Duke of Portland 
on the one hand, and the declaratory act of Lord 
Temple on the other, he will be incapable of pro- 
poling Mr. Pitt's fourth reſolution to a Houſe of 
Commons, rendered independent by their mini- 
ſterial interceſſion, even if he were not already 
engaged, as he appears to me, by honour and 
conſiſtency, to ſtand or fall with the propoſitions 
that he himſelf propoſed to both Houſes of Par- 
liament.—He will feel the dignity of his ſituation, 
—He will feel the inſpiration of a great and il- 
luſtrious anceſtry, he will feel, himſelf the object 
of public attention, with the eyes of Europe, at 
this moment, watching his condutt.—He. will 
reflect on the manly ſpirit of a Carliſie, on the 
rigid honeſt independence of a Portland, on the 
haughty pride of a Temple,—on the ſteady un- 
bending dignity of a Northington, and he will act 
as becomes the ſucceſſor and rival of ſuch men. 
Evaſive explanations and the low artifice of quib- 
bling manoeuvre may do for little men, but the 
Duke of Rutland's name will, 1 hope, never be- 
come ſubſervient to the miniſterial purpoſes of 
double dealing and political deception. 

It is the misfortune of every Lord Lieutenant 
to be beſet by ſome men of ſo infamous charac- 
ters as to be ever ready to counſel every thing 
deſperate, every thing diſhonourable. Men, 
who have carried with them into high office and 
lucrative ſtations, the original meanneſs of their 
ſelfiſh and venal minds, and who court infamy -. 
in hopes of being better paid, —No ſyitem of 
llavery, 
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flavery, no plan of deſpotiſm, but ſuch men are 
eager to ſupport, and zealous to introduce. But 
there are others, and, I hope, by far the greater 
number, who hold office, and may join in ſup- 
porting the ordinary buſineſs of government in 
inſtances where they cannot altogether approve z 
but who will, on this great and trying criſis, be 
found men of honour, of manly firmneſs, con- 
ſiſtent with their former conduct, and inſpired 
z with juſt notions of their country's independence, 
% which themſelves have laboured to eſtabliſh :— _ / 
Men incapable of truckling to the Britiſh Mini- 
ſter of the day, of ſubjecting their country to the 
ſlavery of Britiſh dominion, and kicking down the 
ftantem columnam of Triſh freedom, that their exer- 
tions have aſſiſted in rearing, Þ | 
Tho' I may entertain but a fo. ſo opinion of 
many individuals of the preſent illuſtrious Houſe 
of Commons, 1 hope, as a body, 'they will ever 
emember the conduct of the laſt Parliament, 
and the ſhare of honour they claimed in eman- 
cipating their country from the Britiſh yoke ;—1 
hope they will emulate their example, and not 
Juſtify a ſuſpicion that their exertions originated 
with any body of men but 'themſelves, or pro- 
ceeded from any meaner motives than public 
ſpitit and a love of their country: let them only 
reflect on the tranſactions of the laſt eight years, 
and then determine, from the paſt events, the 
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future probabilities. | 
Let me take the liberty of addreſſing a few 
words to thoſe worthy and reſpectable Citizens, 
the VOLUNTEERS, the Aſſertors of Iriſb In- 
dependence, the Guardians of Iriſh Freedom—not to 
inſtigate them to tumult and diſorder, for ſuch 
mad ſuggeſtions would ſurely meet contempt 
from their deliberate prudence; but to exhort 
them to perſiſt in their ſteady determined atten- 
py es: tion 


(C165) 
tion to what ſo materially concerns them as men, 
and as Iriſbmen. They may ſafely imitate the vigilant 
interference of Great Britain, where almoſt every 
deſcription and denomination of men have pub- 
Iicly proteſted againſt the propoſitions, as ori- 
ginally voted in this kingdom. It will be flats 
tering, on the preſent occaſion, - to find the VO- 
LUNTEERS alive and attentive to ſo important 
a ſubje& ; but I apprehend they may ſafely truſt 
their cauſe to thoſe men who have ſo often ſtood 
their champions, and pleaded their cauſe with 


| energy and effect. I never will conſider the illi- 


beral abuſe poured on ſome of the firſt characters 
of the kingdom, as the voice of the public, or the 
opinion of the VoLluN TE ERS. Men of principle, 
acting from the moſt upright intentions, muſt 
frequently differ, and the judicious and liberal 
will ever make allowance for ſuch a difference of 


opinion. Let the public entertain no ſuſpicion 


of ſome great men who may have been in theſe 
circumſtances; without communication with 
them, I will venture to foretell, that ſuch ſuſ- 
picions would be ungenerous as they will prove 
unjuſt; and if, unfortunately, any differences 


may have ariſen between ſuch men, let the pub- 
lic reſt aſſured that the only ſubje& of conteſt, on 
the preſent occaſion, will be an animated and 
laudable ſtruggle for the foremoſt place in fight- 


ing the common cauſe.— Our Iriſh Ariſtides and 


Tbemiſtocles will cordially unite in defending their 


country, and in repelling a foreign foe. 

I ſhall now proceed to a candid examination of 
the Twenty Reſolutions, which the Miniſter has 
declared to contain the conditions upon which his 
new connection is to be formed between the two 
Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, and as I 
{hall have frequent occaſion to refer to them as J 


go along, it is eſſential to have before our eyes a 


true 
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true copy of the Reſolutions? 
ſent, as ſent to the Houſe of Lords after haviog 
paſſed the Commons. | 


BRITISH RESOLUTIONS. 


The Alterations from the Iriſh Refolutions, and 


the new Reſolutions are n in en 


FIRST RESOLUTION. 


RESOLVED, That it 1s the opinion of this 
Committee, that it is highly important to the 
general intereſts of the Britiſh Empire, that the 
intercourſe and commerce between Great Britain 
and Ireland ſhould be finally regulated on perma- 
nent and equitable principles, for the mutual be- 
nefit of both countries. 


SECOND RESOLUTION. 
| ResvLveD, 


Mit is the opinion of this Committee, ys 5 
« jt is conſiſtent with the eſential intereſts of the ma- 
«- nufattures, revenue, commerce, and navigation of 
“Great Britain, that a ruL1. participation of com- 

mercial. advantages ſhould be permanently ſecured 
to Ireland, whenever a proviſion, equally perma- 
e nent and ſecure, ſhould be made by the Parliament 
© of that kingdom, towards defraying, in propor- 
tion to its growing proſperity, ibe neceſſary ex- 
pences in time of peace of protecting the trade and 
« general intereſts of the a 
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THIRD RESOLUTION. + 
Rexsor ver, * | 


THAT it is the opinion of this Committee, 
that towards carrying into full effect ſo deſirable a 
ſettlement, it is fit and proper that all articles not 
the growth or manufacture of Great Britain or 
Ireland, © except thoſe of the growth, produce or 
te manufacture of any of the countries beyond the Cape 
« 'f Good Hope, to the Streights of Magellan, 
ſhould be imported into each kingdom from the 
other reciprocally under the ſame regulations, 
and at the ſame duties (if ſubject to duties) to which 


they © would be” liable when imported directly 


from the “country or place from whence the 


« fame may have been imported into Great 


Britain or Ireland reſpectively, as the caſe may 
« be;” and that all duties originally paid on 
importation into either country reſpectively, 
« except on Arract and foreign brandy, aud on rum, 
ct and all ſorts of ſtrong waters not imported from 
« the Britiſh colonies in the Weſt Indies,” ſhall be 
fully drawn back on exportation to the other. 


« Hut neveribeleſs that the duties ſhall continue to be 


« protected and guarded, as, at preſent, by with- 
« bolding the drawback, until a certificate from the 


* proper officers of the revenue, in the kingdom to 


te which the export may be made, ſhall be returned 
« and compared with the entry outwards.” 


FOURTH RESOLUTION. 


32 


.ResoLveD, 


« THAT it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
&« it is bighly important to the general intereſts of the 


% Britiſh Empire, that the law for regulating 8 
; , cc an 
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© ind. navigation ſhould be the ſame i in Great Britain 
* and Ireland; and therefore that it is Mntial, to- 
te wards carrying into effect the preſeht ſettlement, 

+ that all laws which have been made, or ſhall be 
& made in Great Britain, for ſecuring exeluſive pri- 
& vuleges to the bips and mariners of Great Britain, 
* Jrelund and the Britiſh Colonies and Plantations, 

* and ſur regulating and reftraining the trade of the 
“ Britiſh Colonies and Plantations, — lau impoſing 
be Jame reſtrainis, and conferring the ſame be- 
« nefits on the ſubjetts of botb kingdoms ſhould be in 
force in Ireland, by laws to be paſſed by the Parlia- 
e ment. of that kingdom for. the ſame time, qnd in the 
" — manner as in Great Britain, and that proper 
* meaſures ſhould from time to time be taken for ef- 
10 Fer ualh carrying the ſame into execution.” 


FIFTH RESOLUTION. » Klang 
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% THAT it is the G this Committee, that 
& jt is further eſſential to this ſettlement; that. all goods 
te and commodibies of the growth, produce, or manu- 
ve facture of 0 Britiſh or _ oreigh Colonies in Americe, 
© or the Fn Indies, and the Britiſh or foreign'$et- 
elements on the coaſt of Africa, imported into [re- 
ce land, ſhould on importation be ſubject to the Jame 
duties and regulations, as the like goods. are, or 
* from time to time ſhall be ſubject. to upon impar ta- 
0 ton into Great Britain, or if prohibited to be im- 
e ported into Great Britain, ſhall be prohibited in 
* like manner from being imported into Nees FH 


SIXTH RESOLUTION. tag 


* 8 


| Resouvev, 


« THAT it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
in order to prevent illicit practices, injurious to the 


* 
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revenue and commerce f both kingdoms, it is 
* expedient that all goods, whether, of the growth, 
s produce, or manufacture of Great Britain or Ire- 
land, or of any foreign country, which ſhall bere- 
after be imported into Great Britain from Ireland, 
© or into Ireland from Great Britain, ſhould be put 
« by laws to be paſſed in the Parliaments of the two 
« kingdoms, under the ſame regulations, with reſpe# 
te to bonds, cockets and other inſtruments, to. which 
e the like goods are now uy in Haline from 01 one 
* gout of Great Britain to anot 


SEVENTH RESOLUTION. 


e 


8 HAT it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
« for the like purpoſe, it is alſo expedient that when 
« any goods, the growth, produce, or manufacture 
f the Britiſh Weſt India Iſlands, or any other of 
* the Britiſh Colanies or Plantations, ſhall be ſhipped 
e from Ireland for Great Britain, they ſhould be ac- 
cc companied with ſuch original certificates of the re- 
venue officers of the ſaid colonies as ſhall be required 
<« by law on importation into Great Britain, and 
that when the whole quantity included in one certi- 
e ficate ſhall not be ſhipped at any one time, the ori- 

« ginal certificate, properly indorſed as to quantity, 

« ſhould. be ſent with the firſt parcel; and to identify 
« the remainder, if ſhipped at any future period, new 
*< certificates ſhould be granted by the principal officers 
* of the ports in Ireland, extracted from a regiſter of 
ce the original documents, ſpecifying the quantities be- 


* fore ſhipped from thence, by what veſſels and to 
< what mos | | 


EIGHTH 


1 1 
EIGHTH RESOLUTION. 
Russwynd | 


« THAT it is the opinion of this Committee, tha 
ce it is eſſential for carrying into effeft the preſent ſet 
be tJement, that all goods exported from Ireland to the 
« Britiſh Colonies in the Weft Indies, or in America, 
« or to the Britiſh Settlements on the coaſt of Africa, 
cc or to the countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope to 
ce the Streights of Magellan, ſhould from time to time, 
ce be made liable to ſuch duties and drawbacks," and 
* put under the ſame regulations as may be neceſſary, 
* in order that the ſame may not be exported with leſs 
« incumbrance of duties or impaſitions, than the like 
* pocds ſball be burdened with when exported from 
* Great Britain. 2 a | 


NINTH RESOLUTION. 
RSsOl vnd, 0 N 


« THAT it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
te it is eſſential to the general commercial intereſts of 
ce the Empire, that ſo long as the Parliament of this 
* kingdom ſhall think it adviſeable that the commerce 
ce 1% the countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope to 
*« the Streights of Magellan ſhall be carried on ſolely 
« by an excluſive company, having liberty to import 
ce into the port of London only, no. goods of | the 
* growth, produce, or manufacture of the ſaid coun- 
* tries, ſhould be allowed to be imported into Ireland 
* but through Great Britain, except dye-ſtuffs, drugs, 
e cotton, or other woot and ſpiceries, which may be 
* imported into Ireland from foreign European coun- 
*« tries, ſo long as the ſame are importable from fo- 
* reign European countries into Great Britain, and 

l C 2 e 
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40 that it ſhall be lawful to export ſuch goods of the 


** growth, product, of manufacture of any of the 
© countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope, to the 
<« Streights of Magellan, from Great Britain to Ire- 
* land with the ſame duties retained on their being 
ce exported to that kingdom, but that an account ſhall 
«<. be kept of the duties retained and not drawn back 
<< on the ſaid goods exported. to. Ireland, and that the 
© emount thereof ſpall be remitted by the Receiver 
* General of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms in Great Britain, 
to the proper officer: of the revenue in Ireland, to 
5e Plared to the account of bis Majeſty s revenue 
e there, ſubiect to the diſpoſal of the parliament of 
* chat kingdom; and that the ſhips going from Great 
« Britain to any of the ſaid countries beyond the 
* Cape e Good Hope, to the Streights of Magellan, 

© ſhould" not be reſtrained from touching at any of the 

e ports in Ireland, and taking on board there any of 
© the goods of the growth, produce, or manufacture of 
that kingdom ; and that no ſhips beallawed to clear 
<« out from Ireland for any of the ſaid countries, but 


«* ſuch ſhips as ſhall be freighted by the ſaid company, 


© and which ſhall have ſailed from the port of Lon- 

<<. don % and that\wheneverthe commerce to the ſaid 
* country ſhall ceaſe to be carried on ſolely by ſuch." 
*©.an excluſive company, the goods, the growth, pro- 
*© dure; or manufacture of the ſaid countries beyond 
r Cape of Good Hope, tothe Streighis of Ma- 


gellan, foould be impertable into elk from. the 


" 2 countries from which they may be importabie 
6 Into, Great Britain, and no other,” | 


T0 


TENTH. RESOLUTION. 


neee, | 


7 HAT- it 'is the opinion of this Commilieeg that 


no Prohibition y_m_ ci in either country a- 


A1 


gs 1? a gaiaſt 


L 13. J. 


gainſt the importation, uſe, or fale of any article 
the growth, product, or manufacture of the other, 
te except: Such as either kingdom may judge expedient - 
e from time to time, upon corn, meal, malt, flour 
&© and biſcuits, and except Such cualified prohibiti- 
6 ons, at preſent contained in any act of the Britiſh 
© or Iriſ Parliament, as do not abſolutely prevent 
< the importation of 8 or manufactures, or mate- 
« rials of manufactures, but only regulate the weight, 
<« the fize, the packages, or other particular circum- 
*© flances, or preſcribe the built or country, and di- 
** menfons of the ſhips importing the ſame ; and aiſo, 
© except on ammunition, arms, gun. powder, and 
* other utenſils of war, | importable only by virtue of 
cc bis Majeſty's licence; and that the duty on the 
Importation of every ſuch article, (if ſubject to 
duty in either country,) ſnhould be preciſely the 
ſame in the one country, as in the other, except 
where an addition may be neceſſary in either 
country, in conſequence of an internal duty on 
any ſuch. article of its own conſumption, ** or ax 
internal bounty in the country whera ſuch article is 
* grown, produced or manufactured, and except ſuch 
F* duties as either kingdom may judge expedient from 


time to time, upon. corn, meal, malt, flour and 
593 * eee, | 


| ELEVENTH RESOLUTION. 


Resor ya, 


7 HAT it is the opinion of this 1 that 
in_all-caſes where the duties on articles of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of either coun- 
try are different on the importation into the other, 
it is expedient that they ſhould be reduced in the 
kingdom, where they are the higheſt to © an a- 
25 e not exceediu ing” the amount payable. in the 

. other, | 


a 


[ 10 ] 


and an half per centum where any article was 
* charged with a duty on importation inte Ireland, 
« of ten and a half per centum or upwards, on the 
*« 17th day of May, 1782,” and that all ſuch ar- 
ticles ſhould be exportable from the kingdom 


into which they ſhall be imported, as free from 


duties as the ſimilar commodities or home-many- 


facture of the ſame kindom. 


TWELFTH RESOLUTION. 


- 


REs0LvEn, 


THAT it is the opinion of this Committee, that 


it is alſo proper that in all caſes ©* where the arti- 


cles of the conſumption of either kingdom ſhall 
be charged with an internal duty on the manufacture, 
the ſame manufacture when imported from the other 
may be charged with a farther duty on importa- 
tion, adequate to countervail the * internal” 
duty on the manufacture, except in the caſe of beer 
imported into Ireland, as far as relates to the duties 


n0w'charged thereon ;” ſuch farther duty to continue 


ſo long only as the internal conſumption ſhall be 
charged with the duty or duties to balance which 
it ſhall be impoſed; and that © where there is 


duty on the raw material of any manufacture in 


<« ejther kindom, leſs than the duty on the like 


* raw material in the other, or equal to ſuch duty, 


* fach manufacture may, on its iniportation 
* into the other kingdom be charged with ſuch 
*« acountervailing duty as may be ſufficient to 
te ſubject the ſame fo imported, to burdens ade- 
te quateto thoſe which the manufacture compoſed 


Lol the like raw material is ſubject to in conſe- 


*© QUENCE 


other, ©* /o that the ſame ſhall not be leſs than ten 


* 
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e quence of duties on ſuch material in the king 
ce dom into which ſuch manufacture is ſo import- 
« ed; and that the ſaid manufacture ſo imported 
ce ſhall be intitled to ſuch drawbacks or bounties 
te on exportation, as may leave the ſame ſubject 
« to no heavier burden than the home made ma- 
e nufacture,” OT TIES 19865 


THIRTEENTH RESOLUTION. 
ResoLvEeD, 


THAT it is the opinion of this Committee, 
that in order to give permanency to the ſettlement 
now intended to be eſtabliſhed, it is neceflary 
that no new or additional duties thould be here- 
after impoſed in either kingdom, on the impor- 
tation of any article of the growth, product, or 
manufacture of the other, except ſuch additional 
duties as may be requiſite to balance duties on 
internal conſumption purſuant to the foregoing + 
reſolution ; or in conſequence of bounties remain- 


te ing on ſuch article when exported from the other 
ce kingdom.” | Ie] | 


FOURTEENTH RESOLUTION. 


'  ResoLveD, | P 

THAT it is the opinion of this Committee, 
that for the ſame purpoſe, it is neceſſary, farther 
that no © new prohibition” or new or additional 
duties, ſhould be hereafter impoſed in. either 
kingdom on the exportation of any article of na- 
tive growth, produce or manufacture from © the 
done kingdom” to the other, except ſuch as 
either kingdom may deem expedient from. time 
to. time upon corn, meal, malt, flour and biſ- 


cuits. 
FIFTEENTH 


4 


* * 
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\fiypRNTH RESOLUTION. 


+, 


/Resoyvar; | 
1 


THAT it is the opinion of this Goes | 


that for the ſame purpoſe, it is neceſſary that no 
bounties whatſoever ſhould be paid or payable in 
either kingdom, on the exportation of any -arti- 
cle to the other, except ſuch as relate to corn, 
meal, malt, flour, and biſcuits, te and except alſo 


"OM the bounties at preſent given by Great Britain on 


* beer ant ſpirits diftitled from corn,” and ſuch as 
are in the nature of drawbacks or compenſations 


for duties paid, ard that no bounty ſhould be 


- payable” * in Ireland on exportation of any arti- 
dee Cie to any Britiſh Colonies," or Plantations, or to the 


5 Britiſh Settlements on the coaſts of Africa,” or on 


the exportation of any articles imported from the 
Britiſh Plantations, & or from the Britiſh Settlements 
ec on the coaſt of Africa, or Britiſh Settlements in the 
e Eaſt Indies; or any manufacture made of ſuch 


article, unleſs in cafes where a ſimilar bounty is 


payable in Great Britain on exportation from 
thence, or where ſuch bounty is merely in the na- 
ture of a drawback or compenſation of or for du- 
ties paid thereon in Great Britain, “ and that 
« where any internal bounty ſball be given in either 
«* kingdom, on any goods manufactured therein, and 
e ſhall remain on ſuch goods when exported, a coun- 


© tervailing duty adequate thereto, may be laid upon 
e the importdtte of the "Jane ye into the other 


"66 '* Kingdom.” | ow 
* SIXTEENTH RESOLUTION. 


| Rezouvev, 


z 


"THAT it is the opinion of this Committee, | 


that 


rut om dt. df 7. er CY DT ul Cu ua. at. . weir... i. ae a... —_—_ - 


i | 
that it is expedient, for the general benefit of the 
Britiſh empire, that-the importation -of - articles 
from foreign ** countries,” ould be regulated 
from time to time in each kingdom, on ſuch 
terms as may effectually favour © the i importation 
ce of ſimilar articles of the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of the other ? © except in the raſe 
40 of materials of manufacture, which are, or hereafter 
* may be allowed to be imported from foreign coun- 
* fries duty free, and that in all caſes, where any 
articles are, or may be ſubje# to higher daties on 
© importation into this kingdom, from the countries 
ce belonging to any of the States of North America, 
&« then the like 250 art, or may A ſubje# to when 
© imported as the growth, produce, or manufacture 
ce of the Britiſh Colonies and Plantations, or as the 
produce of the fiſheries carried on by Britiſh ſub- 
* jects, ſuch articles ſpall be ſubjeft to the ſame du- 
ties on importation into Ireland from the countries 
r belonging t0 any of the States of North America, as 
de the ſame are or may be ſubſect to on Nd 
from the ſaid ates £0 into this kingdom. 


SEVENTEENTH RESOLUTION, 
Resol vo, | 1 


HAT i is the opinion of this Cammitlee, that 

"© it is expedient that ſuch 3 of printing and 
e vending books as are or may be legally poſſeſſed 
Ns . Great Britain under ibe grant of the crown, 
© or otherwiſe, and the copy rights of the authors 
© and bookſellers of Great Britain, ſhould continae 
& to be protected in the manner they are at preſent, 
© by the laws of Great Britain; and that it is juſt 
© that meaſures ſhould be taken by the F. of 
« Treland for giving the like protect ion fo fimilar 


o& rights and privileges in that kingdom. 
D EIGHTEENTH 
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EIGHT EENT D RESOLUTION. 
 Reggt,van, | 


« THAT it is 4 opiuion of this Commilres, that 

« it 5s expedient that regulations ſhould 66 adopted 

« 2with reſpels to patents io be hereafter granted. for 

© the encouragement of new inventions, ſa that the 

6 apts, 9 privileges and reſtriffions, therein grant- 

and contained, ſball be of equal force and dura - 
40 Hon threughaut Great Britgin and Ireland.” 


NINETEENTH RESOLUTION. 


Rus0LveD, 


HAN it is the apinion of this Gee thet 
< it is expedient that meaſures ſhould be taken to pre- 
vent diſputes touching the exerciſe of the right of 


et the inhabitants of each kingdom to fiſh on the cel 


* of any part of the Britiſh dominions- 
TWENTIETH RESOLUTION. 
Re$0LvED, 
THA it is the opinion of this Committee, 


that “the appropriation of whatever ſum the 
* groſs hereditary revenue of the kingdom of 


Ireland ** tbe: due collection thereof being ſecu- 
e red by permanent provuiſions, ſhall produce af- 
ter deducting all drawbacks,: re- payments, or 


bounties granted in the nature of drawbacks, 

over and above the fum of £.656,000 in each 
year towards the ſupport of the naval force of the 
Empire, © to be applied” in ſuch a manner as the 
* Parliament of Ireland ſhall direct, ** by an alt 


.Cc ts 


( 19 J 


«& 5h be paſſed for that purpoſe, will be a ſatisfaftory 


cc proviſion proportioned to the -gr owing pr oſperity of 
« that kingdom, towards defraying in time of peace, 


ce the neceſſary expences of protecting the trade and 


general intereſts of the Empire.” 


—_ 
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RESOLUTION I. 


FIAHIS Refolution contains a general view of, 
dhe ſettlement propoſed, the object of which 
is expreſsly declared to be, to regulate the inter- 
courſe and commerce between Great Britain and 
Treland, on permanent and equitable principles. 
Nothing can appear more fair than this reſo- 
lution, and yet the Miniſter has departed from 
this object, by erecting upon it a ſyſtem for li- 
miting, ' reſtraining, and burdening the com- 
merce of Treland with the Britiſh Jef Indies, and 
the American Colonies, with Africa, and the free 
States of America, by reſolution 5th, reſolution 
8th, reſolution 16th: of prohibiting Ireland from 
trading with any independent ſtates beyond the 
Cape of Good Hope, and binding her to the mo- 
nopoly of the Zaft India Company by reſolution 
9th; and further of ſubjecting her to Britiſh acts 
of parliament, in caſes of internal legiſlation, as 
well as external, by reſolution 4th, 5th, and 
16th, as will be more fully explained under thoſe 
3 / . a 
It may not be amiſs to obſerve that the very 
object of the whole ſettlement has been altered 
by Mr. Pitt, for as originally propoſed in Ire- 
land, it was to encourage and extend as much as 
poffible the trade between the two kingdoms, Le, 
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trade, &c. 


- 


; 
| 


and confines his object to regulate. —The reaſon 


of this alteration will appear under reſolution 


14ch. For the preſens, let me only obſerve that 
it is a material departure from the plan of ſettle- 
ment originally propoſed. EY Re” 


RE SQLUTION HU. 


— 5 # + 


| This reſolution contains the principle or baſis 


on which the above regulation is intended to be 


carried into execution,—1t is ſtated as a condi- 
tional bargain ; offering on the one hand a ruLL. 
PARTICIpATioN of commercial advantages to tr e- 
land, whenever Ireland ſhall make a proviſion to- 
wards e the expences of protecting the 


. 
2 


And the 2oth reſolution which ought te be con- 
fidered as a part of the 2d, declares what that 
Frovijion to be, and how it is to be ſecuted. 

This refolution is founded on an 4fſumption 
which I poſitively declare to be raLsz and id Ap- 
MISSIBLE, viz. that Ireland enjoys no jult RIGHT 


or cLAIM te the participation of commercial advan. 
enges, and mult therefore engage to purchaſe them 


by a compenſation from Great Brituin.—This is hot 


only an inference, but the foundation of the 


* 


whole plan, and by treating i ans Ire- 


land would directly acknowledge the exc uſiye 
R1Gut of Great Britain to deny her that parlici- 


pation, without a - compenſation of an ANNUAL 


A—_—_—c. 7, Who 

That Ireland ought to contribute to the de: 
fence of the trade of the empire, I am moſt ready 
td admit,—And ſhe has ever ſhown an inclina- 


tion to bear her ſhare of the public expence, 
even beyond her abilities —My odjection is to 
agreeing to pay that contribution as a purchaſe of 


what 


_— 1 wy 


Mr. Pitt rejeQs the idea of extending the trade, 


the empire, in ime of peace. 


bY” - 


E 
what the has a KAI to claim on other grounds; 
namely, as a compenſation for a participatiny of 


ſimilar commercial advantages granted by her to | 


— 
- 


The only commercial advantages that are to be 


communicated to Jreland, by virtue of this act, 
are à permiſſion to fend her manufaQuures, and 


the importable produce of foreign ſtates, or our 


own colonies into Great Britain. It is not ma- 


terial to advert to the regulations to be adopted 


on this trade.—I only aſk if Great Britain does 
not now enjoy the power of ſending ſimilar arti- 


[ 


F 


* 


cles, and her manufactures into Ireland; and if 
ſhe has not ever ſince the union of the crowus 


— 


enjoyed this advantage ?— 


f ſo, Ireland neither can, or ought to gr Fi 


any other compenſation for a participation of com- 


mercial advantages, but a continuance of a hke ö 


indulgence to Great. Britain. Any pecuniary 


compenſation paid in conſequence: of ſuch an 
agreement would be a direct TRIBUTE from a 
VASSAL to a LIEGE LORD, and a poſitive acknow- 
ledgment of our holding ſuch a participation as 
a grant, and not as a RIGHT. > Ago \ 

| Treland deprecates the participation that the 
miniſter would farce on: her; the deſires only to 


protect her o.] n manufactures by duties ſimilar 


to thoſe by which Great Britain protects her's.— 
Great Britain muſt therefore conſent, either that 
Ireland regulate the trade by duties ſimilar to thoſe 
in Great Britain; or ſhe muſt admit Ireland to a 
participation of the commercial advantages that 


Ireland has hitherto granted, excluſively, to her; 
and which Jreland has, in conſequence, a RIGHT | 


Fj. 


to demand. SANE ; 3 

REMARK here, that this idea of a compenſa- 
tion originated with the miniſter in England; and 
every man will readily fee how very material it 


18, 


| 


| 


t as 1 


is, as the firſt feature of the miniſter's plan of 
eſtabliſhing the ſupertority and dominion of Great 
- Britain over Ireland. 

Having thus laid open the fallacy atid idjuſtice 


{i of the principle on which this reiolutior reſts; 


5 Jet us next advert to the conditivns of the bargain 
. that the miniſter has propoſed: namely, a full 
participation of commercial advantages to Ireland, 
the compenſation ſtared in the 2oth reſo lution; and 
which is there declared to be a ſatisfaFory provis 
15 on to Great Britain. 

The man who offers a bargain, ought at leaſt to 
bei bound ſtrictly to adhere to the terms of his 
own propoſal.— By this reſolution, and the 20th, 
Great Britain engages to demand no other com- 
penſation than what is contained in the -20th re- 
ſolution; and yet notwithſtanding this engage. 

g ment, the miniſter, in reſolution pth, 8th, and 
156th, inſiſts on Ireland's further ſubmitting to 

additional duties, impoſitions, and prohibitions: 
and in refolution gth, to the monopoly of the 
Eaſt India Company: which is likewiſe violating 
the other condition of the bargain, by ſubjecting 
Ireland to a participation of commercial DISADVAN=- 
TAGES, inſtead of the advantages which are held 
out as the terms of the agreement. 

I beg that every perſon will here clearly dif- 
-tinguiſh between the objects of the 5th, 8th, gth, 
and 16th reſolutions, which directly impoſe du- 
ties, reſtrictions, and prohibitions on Ireland, 
and thoſe reſolutions which are ſimply of regula- 
tion, as ſtated in reſolution firſt, to be the ob- 

ject of the ſettlement: for the former are of a 


5 tradiction with the general object of the firſt re- 
B* ſolution, - and the e conditions of the 
BY Ow 1 5 


totally different nature; and therefore in con- 


RES O- 


2 r 


1 ESDL, 


7 7695 RESOLUTION II. 


This reſotvtion, atid the 46th; contain «tl 
ſpecification of 'cortiniercial advantages ſtated in 
the ad reſoJution, the one comprehending arti- 
cles of foreigjt pfoduce, the other, thoſe of home 
1 produce, or manufatture,” which are to be heüce- 
TY 1 forth admitted into} the orts of Great Britain 
from Ireland; all of which are, at preſent, ad- 

mitted from Great Britain into lr r As far 


4 we 


Kae Racy 1145 25 Beta, exclu- 
ſively of any compenſation whatever This an- 
ſwers to the 44 originat reſolution, with the ma- 
terial a}tiyatfon'of an'exceprion of all Zaſt India 
goods from the reciprocity laid down as the baſis 
of the refolution; an alteration of the moſt” ſe- 
rious nature, as demanding à ſürrender of the 
moſt extenſive conſequence on the part of Ireland, 
in addition to the terms originally propoſed.— 
The particulars will come more properly under 
ich th, where they are S enprellly detatled. 
"RESOLUTION. IV. . 
This ernten is entirely new, being as well 
as the 5th, 8ch, ant latter part of the 16th in- 
ſerted by My. Pitt in England, and as the ptinci- 
ple on which they reſt is the lame, 1 mall! in that 
reſpec confider them together. 
have already ſſiewn that the 20 retolotlbn, by 
aſſuming as an axiom, » the /uperiority of Great 
Britain over Teland, Ld: her FAM of RIGHT to 
exact à pecuntary comptnſation for a participation 
of commercial advantages to Feld, laid the 
foundation for the ſyſtem which the mitfiſter has 
had the unbleſhing Wesekry to hold ôUt t Le- 
land in theſe four reſolutions, which is no other 
3 than 


we 
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1 . 26:1 
16 than a reſignation of her independence, and bind- 
ing her by a ſolemn contract and engagement to 
transfer to Great Britain the ſole power of making 
laws and impoſing taxes on her commerce to the 
enormous extent therein ſtated ; being no leſs 
than the whole of the trade with the-Britifh Weſt 
Indies, and American Colonies, with all the inde- 
pendent ſtates of America, and with Africa. 
The utmoſt that ever Great Britain contended 
for, previous to the repeal of the 6th of George 
the Firſt, was a power of external legiſlation for 
the regulation of commerce. But Mr. Pitt, not- 
withſtanding, the repeal of that act, and the de- 
elaratory act renouneing any claim of right on the 
part of Great Britain to ſuch power in future for 
ever, demands not only a reſtitution of this power 
to Great Britain by his 4th reſolution, but de- 
mands further a power of impoſing taxes in this 
kingdom, not only on our trade with the Britifþ 
colonies, but even on our trade with the inde- 
1 pendont ſtates of 22 and of impoſing pro- 
Wo! hibitions without the conſent of, or communica» 
| tion with Ireland by his 5th and 16th reſolutions. 
| | Mr. Pitt ſays, No Great Britain is not to 
0 make laws and impoſe taxes pn Irland, for ſuch 
Britiſh acts are not to have force yaleſs paſſed by 
the 1ri/þ parliament.— The anſwer is eaſy to the 
ſimpleſt man in the kingdom, —The Iris parlia- 
ment is to continue to be the mgde of promul - 
gating ſuch Britiſh las; but the Iriſb parliament 
is now called on to pledge herfelf- that ſhe ſhall 
in all times hereafter. promulgate ſuch laws. 
Ihe Jriſþ parliament is to be deprived of the only 
| teſt of free agency, the power of accepting or re- 
 * jecting. She is to be bgund to implicit obedience. 
It would be inſulting to the meaneſt underſtand- 
ing to enlarge on ſuch a ſituation, or to attempt 
3 Fo | | ro 
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to prove ſo evident a truth, as that it would be 


 DEPENDANCE and SLAVERY in the extreme. 


But ſays Mer. Pitt, Ireland is independent, and 
may contract with Great Britain for a connexion 
fuitable to their relative ſituations. I grant ſhe 
may, and feel that ſhe is now INDEPENDENT,— 
But after ſuch a contract ſhe. muſt be a fave for 
ever, becauſe the contract is for favery and de- 
endance. I am now a FreeMan, and may ſelf 
myſelf ro a Yeft India Planter as a flave; but 


afcer ſigning and ſealing the contract that depriv- 
ed me of liberty, I ſhould be a Freeman no 


longer. I might regain my liberty by flying from 
my maſter, but never could demand it as a 
RIGHT. On the contrary, my maſter would have 


a RIGHT to compel me to his ſervice by violence 


and force. N 
But ſays Mr. Pitt, Ireland ſhall not hereafter 


deliberate; propoſe, alter, or amend, but ſhe may 


2 ; and then the whole contract ceaſes, and 
the ſyſtem tumbles to pieces. I anſwer, that 
Ireland certainly May reject, after this contract. 


But ſhe is to pledge herſelf ſolemnly that ſhe ſnall 


>not eyer reje#, and after ſuch a contract, Great 


Britain would acquire a g164T to compel her to 
the performance of the ſtipulations. Nothing 
can be ſo abſurd as ſuch a mode of reaſoning, 
where the pow is ſubſtituted for the g1G6HT,— 
I May commit murder, but the laws will order 
me to be. hanged.” The conſequence of ſuch 
acts of power between nations is an appeal to 
arms. Is this the ſecurity My. Pitt wiſhes to hold 
out for the permanence of his ſettlement between 
two friendly and ſiſter kingdoms ?--Wretched 
ſyſtem !—dreadful proſpect indeed! au 

But, ſays Mr. Pitt again, I wiſh Ireland to 
view theſe ſtipulations as articles in a treaty be- 
tween Great Britain and France, by which France 
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ſhall bind herſelf. to do, ſomething, . when. Gral. 
Britain ſhall have done ſomething. - Such quib- 
bling ſophiſtry ſcarcely deſerves. to be anſwered, 
except that every thing will be caught at to be- 
wilder the ignorant, and to juſtify, the. artful, 
who will pretend ignorance. But does the nature 
of the SOMETHING go for nothing? If freland 
were ſpeciſicallj to engage to open her ports to 
Britiſh manufactures, and the produce. of the 
IWeft Indies from Great Britain, when Great Britain 
opened her ports to ſimilar imperts from Ireland, 
7 caſe would be applicable. But when did 
France, or any the meanelt country on earth, ever 
engage to lay ſuch reſtrictions, limitations, and pre- 
hibi:ions on her trade, and to impoſe ſuch taxes 
and impo/ts on her ſubjects as Great Britain, or any 
other kingdom ſhould judge expedient, eventually, 
trom time to time, to impoſe on her's.— Such an 
abſurdity never entered into the mind of man, ſo 
far from being adopted by nations. 
As to the particular object of the 4th reſolution, 
the binding Ireland to the navigation laws of 
Great Britain, chat either now exiſt, , or may be 
hereafter enacted, it would be eaſy to ſhew that 
regulations ſuited to the. wealth, riches, and ex- 
tenſive trade of Great Britain, may, and would 
be deſtructive to Ireland, circumſtanced ſo dif- 
fetently as to thoſe eſſential conſiderations, and 
that the only ſecurity of Ire/ang, on this head, 
wit reſt on the good faith of a jealous rival.— 
Rc ſo. much has already been ſaid, and written 
pn.chis ſubject, chat I-ſhall nor enlarge on it. 
With ſuch a plan in his head, will any man 
onder at the Miniſter's anxiety to ſuppreſs the 
VOLUNTEERS, and to weſt their arms from the 
mob determined Guardians of Iriſb Independenge *. 
I have already cautioned that reſpectable hady 
againſt i1]-timed ſuſpicions. Let me again FePRA 
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the admonition, and entreat them not raſhly ta 
ſuſpect any man in the kingdom of lending a hand 
to a ſcheme for that purpoſe, if he had been ap- 
priſed of its tendency, A Miniſter has adviſed 
you to lay down your arms, only with a reform 
of your conſtitution.— I truſt I ſhall be excuſed 
in expreſſing a hope that thoſe arms will never be 
employed but in the ſupport of the 18522 and i in 
defence 7. your conſtitution. 


»  # 


RESOLUTION: v. FD 


Subjects many new branches of commerce to 
the condition impoſed on Ireland by Great Britain 
in 1780, of laying equal duties on all articles 
then permitted for the firſt time to be imported 
into Ireland from the Weſt Indies, &c. 

This is a demand ſo partial, unjuſt, and un 
founded, as this kingdom never can, on any 
conſideration, ſuhmit to; and it is inconceivable 
how Mr. Pitt could demand from Feland, poſ- 
ſeſſed of à free trade, and independent as ſhe 
now is, what Lord North was teſty ained by mo- 


tives e from inſiſting on, in return for a 


grant of that free trade to Teh then depen- 
dent on Great Britain, 


RESOLUTION VI 06 vn. 


Tuo new reſolutions, and contain n regulations 
for the trade berween the two kingdoms, to which, 
ilk they had been originally propoſed to Ireland, I 


ton: there SOR nor have been any fair objec- 
c 


, * 
e 


RESOLUTION. mar. 


"Hs G er added by Mr. Pitt, ſince his original 
propoſal to Ireland ies object is at 
ent, 
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dent, being to prevent Ireland from giving ſuch. 
aſſiſtance to her infant manufactures as may en- 
able them to contend with the Briti/h, in the 
Britiſh Colonies, Weft Indies, or Africa, which 
object is more particularly purſued in R. 15. lt 
is entirely foreign to the object of the ſettlement 
laid gown in reſolution 1ſt, and made no part of 
the original plan; and however fair and ſpecious 
the terms of theſe two reſolutions may appear, as 
they deprive Ireland of a right and an advantage 
that ſhe enjoys in her preſent ſituation, ſhe ought 
not to ſubmit to be ſtripped of them, by a ſet- 
tlement of the intercourſe between the two king- 
doms, from which they are entirely diſtin, and 
with which they are abſolutely unconnected. — 
But this is not all, for this $th Reſolution grants 
to Great Britain a power which might be employ» 
ed to the very ruin of this kingdom, by giving 
her the power of taxing all exports from Jreland 


to the Britiſh Colonies, Weſt Indies, or Africa. 
It may be generally {aid that Great Britain muſt. 


then ruin herſelf, for ſhe muſt firſt impoſe the 
ſame taxes on her own exports to theſe countries; 
but a moment's conſideration will ſnew that Great 
Britain might materially injure Ireland, without 
hurting herſelf, by impoſing taxes on articles 
that are more particularly of the produce and 


manufacture of this kingdom, which Ireland 
would be obliged to adopt: It certainly cannot 


be treated as even an improbable ſuppoſition 
that Great Britain, exhauſted by taxes, and at 
her wit's end for ways and means, ſhould think of 
laying a duty, for example, on 1rifþ linens ex- 
ported from Great Britain to thoſe countries, 
The conſequences to Ireland need not be explain- 
ed; it is ſufficient to ſhew here the danger of 


entruſting ſuch a power to any nation, tho the 
cloſely connected with us in amity and 


moſt cl 
friendſhip, 


2 a 
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The woollen and hard-ware manufactures of 
Britain are in ſo flouriſhing a ſtate, that they 
could bear a duty on exportation, which might 
be urged as a tax on the conſumption of our co- 
lonies, &c. ; but the ſame tax impoſed on theſe 
manufactures from Ireland, could not fail of aQ- 
ing as a total prohibition. _ 1 

Theſe inſtances are ſufficient to ſnew the dan- 
gerous tendency of this reſolution, without en- 
tering on a variety of other conſiderations that 
will naturally preſent themſelves on reflecting on 
this ſubjece. | 

As it may be poſſibly urged in defence of the 
principle of this reſolution, and the 15th, that it 
is the ſame as the baſis of the famous grant of 
free trade in 1780, and is only an extenſion of 
the burdens, reftriftions, and limitations that 
Ireland then ſubjected herſelf to, I ſhall beg 
leave to point out the eſſential difference between 
the principle of the one and the other. W 

In the year 1780, Great Britain made a grant 
to Ireland of a trade that ſhe, Great Britain, en- 
joyed, excluſively, on condition that all articles 
that were included under that grant, ſhould be 
ſubject in Ireland to the ſame duties as paid in 
Britain, either on importation or exportation, but 
with this expreſs proviſo, that Ireland might, at 
any time, refuſe impoſing ſuch duties, and the 
conſequence was clearly afcertained to be, that 
Ireland was not to import or export the particu- 
lar article or articles on which ſhe refuſed to lay 
ſuch duty; thus giving up the trade in that one 
article, without forfeiting her general right; and 
the operation of this act was ſtrictly confined to 
the articles which Ireland acquired the right of 
importing and exporting by that agreement, and 
on that expreſs condition. Nothing could be 
more fair than the principle of this _— ; 

| | : 7 % N .. 4 | ut 
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but the caſe here is totally diffetent, 4s Ireland 
is called on to ſurrender a RIH that ſhe is full 
poſſeſſed of, and to ſubmit aur het exports and 
Imports to and from the Britiſb Colonies, Weſt 
Indies and Africa, to the diſctetion of the Britiſb 
Legillature, generally, in all cafes whatſoever, 
without any reſerve or exception; for her refuſal 


in any one inſtance would be an infringement of 


the whole, and the conſequences; ſuch as I have 
ſtated, under reſolution the 2d. n M 


RESOLUTION M. 


Is an innovation of the moſt ſerious nature, and 
greateſt importance, as thereby Ireland is to bind 
herſelf to fubmit to the monopoly of the Britiſb 
Eaſt India. Company, without any compenſation 
whatever, except a vague perwiffion to outward- 
"bound Zaft-India ſhips to call at Jreland, and take 
in any articles of native growth or manufacture, 
a permiſſion that may very ſafely be granted, as 
nothing but ſtreſs of weather is ever likely to 
bring an outward-bound Ef. India ſhip to the 
ports of Ireland. In the firſt place Ireland has no 


Ppaſſage, by calling at any port in Ireland. — This 

_ permiſſion therefore is futile and nugator. 

It is univerfally allowed that Ireland, at pre- 
ſent; has the power of trading directly with Chi- 
na, Indoſtan, E any other independent ſtates in 


Africa or Aja, except the reſtriction ſhe impoſed 
on herſelf, by the 15th'of Geo. 3. chap. 16. ſer. 
30. which may be repealed at her pleaſure. But 
this power is of no preſent uſe, 'asſhe has not the 
| property 
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property and ſhipping requiſite to make advan- 
tage of it. But the caſe may alter, and ſhe may 
ſoon acquire the means to render it a moſt lucra- 
tive trade. Ought ſhe then to reſign her Rrohr 
for ever, without even limitation, condition, or 

ower of reſumption? No wiſe man would give 


away for ever a rith mine, for no other reaſon bat 


that he had not then the means of working it.— 
Yer ſuch exa@ly would the conduct of Ireland be, 
if ſhe agreed to the propoſed reſolution. —Ireland 


might, at preſent, ſupply herſelf with Eaſt-India 


produce ori much better terms than ſhe can from 
the Brit; company, and moſt probably obtain 
at the ſame time an advantageous market for ſome 
df her manufactures in return. Whatever in- 


dulgence therefore ſhe grants to the Britiſb com- 


pany ſhovld be regarded as a favour, and held as 
fuch at her diſcretion, Great caution is requiſite - 
tn even granting favours to a body of men, no- 


torious for uſurpation, injuſtice, and want of 
good faith. Ireland his before her eyes the ex- 
ample of Great Britain ſmarting under the preſ. 


ſure of a tax, vexatious as well as burthenſome, 
impoſed on windows, in commutation of the tax 
formerly paid on tea. If Treland were to bind 
herſeif to the monopoly of the Britiſh, Eaft India 
Company in the fame manner as Great Britain, 
what plea could ſhe urge for being exempted 
from this odious and oppreſſive grievance ? The 
Zonft India Company would not fail to demand it, 
and Mr. Pitt owes them too much to dare to re- 
fuſe the demand. If he did not dread the reſent- 


ment of Great Britain, he would not certainly be 


deterred' by that of Ireland. 


If any man will look at the extent from the 


Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of Magel- 
lan, he will {ee that ſuch a renunciation would be 


like a man binding himſelf to give up alt the ac- 
r a F 


quiſitions 


{+ J 
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quiſttions that he, or his deſcendants, may ever 


acquire in: any time to come. 


RESOLUTION X. XI. XII. avo XIII. 


Anſwer to the 3d, Ef 5th, and 6th. of the 


original plan, and contain the regulations for the 
importation into either kingdom, of the articles 
of the growth, produce, or manufacture of the 
other. Since they were firſt propoſed, they have 
received ſeveral alterations to remove the appre- 
henſions entertained by the Britiſb manufacturers 
of being rivalled in their own market. This is 
the part of the ſyſtem that has met with the 
ſtrongeſt oppoſition in Great Britain, where peo- 
ple arguing from theories drawn from the com- 
parative ſtate of taxes, and the price of labour 
and proviſions, have concluded that the I1rifþ 
manufactures ought to come cheaper to their mar- 
ket than their own. But unfortunately for us, 
we have the experience of ages to contradict theſe 
fpeculative theories, and to convince us, that the 
reverſe ever has been the caſe; and to juſtify our 
concluding that what has hitherto. been, moft 
probably will always continue to be, but moſt 
certainly for a long period of time indeed ! 

Now it is very remarkable that both Britain 


and Ireland view this part of the plan with equal 


apprehenſion and diſapprobation :—the one as 
threatening ruin to her flouriſhing manufactures, 
the other as tending to prevent her manufactures 
from ever becoming flouriſhing. Why then, in 
the name of common ſenſe, preſs on the two 
kingdoms a plan to which they are equally averſe ? 
and yet in this conſiſts the greateſt ſhare of the 


commercial advantages, for a participation of 


which, Jreland is called on to make ſo many, and 
ſo important ſacrifices. 


; Ireland 
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' Treland deſired a permiſſion to lay low duties on 
Britiþ manufactures, in order to encourage or 


protect her infant manufactures, and not prohi- 


bitory duties, ſuch as exclude her's from Great 
Britain. Mr. Pitt ſays, no—but you may ſend 
your manufactures into Great Britain; that is, 
when you arrive at equal perfection, and have 
capitals ſufficient to give as long credit, without 
which the permiſſion is nugatory. The Britiſh 
manufacturers, alarmed at the moſt diſtant proſ- 

ect of a competition in their home-market, ex- 
claim loudly againſt this permiſſion being grant- 
ed to Ireland. To them Mr. Pitt ſays, it ſhall 
be granted; but to fatisfy you, I will burden, 
limit, and reſtrain almoſt every other part of the 
Triſh commerce. —I will ſtrip that haughty nation 
of their much boaſted independence, and render 
them again ſubſervient to the u ERIAL decrees of 
Britiſh legiſlature, And this is the plan by which 


jealouſy is to be removed, and concord and har-' 


mony eſtabliſhed between the two kingdoms for 
ever! - 0 | 


RESOLUTION XIV. 


| Has undergone a moſt material alteration, 
which does not immediately appear, as it is by 
omitting a clauſe in the original reſolution, where- 
by the nature of the reſolution is totally changed: 
As it now ſtands, no prohibition or additional 
duties can be hereafter impoſed on the exportation 
of articles of the growth, produce, or manufac- 


ture of either kingdom to the other, But the 


prohibitions, at preſent exiſting are not to be 
aboliſhed, by which means all articles of the 
growth or produce of Ireland may be exported 
to ſupply the Britiſb manufaQures, as there is 
no prohibition on expartation from Ireland to 

Wy | F2 . Great 
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Great Britain, whereas the prohibitions and high 
duties on exportation of 3 raw materials 
from Great Britain will keep up the monopoly to 
that kingdom, to the prejudice of Ireland. By 
the original plan, a power was granted to Ireland 
ta impoſe prohubitions, or prohibitory duties, 
which is now taken away by the reſolution in its 


preſent. ſkate. Thus Great Britain ſecures for 


ever our bay yarn, linen yarn, raw hides, &c. 
&c. to ſupply her manufactures, and peeviſhly 
denies us her wool, fuller's earth, &c. I am no 
friend to prohibitions, and ſhould be ſorry that 
Ireland ever retaliated in that way, as 1 am of 


opinion that a free exportation. of even raw ma- 


terials, is the beſt expedient for a plentiful and 


* 
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"RESOLUTION XV. 


Anſwers to 7th original reſohution.—Im its for- 
mer ſtate it contained the regulations to be adopt- 
ed for granting. bounties on exportation, from 

cne kingdom. to the other, &c. founded on a 
fair principle, and confined to the object of the 
ſettlement. propoſed to be made. But a clauſe 
has been introduced in England of a different 
nature, and Yreign to the original object, by 
which ' Ireland is to be reſtrained. from giving 
bounties on exportation to the Hritiſb Colonies and 
Plantations, or to Africa, except where bounties 


1 * 


lend ought not to agree to it. For the Miniſter 
Sd > * i EY ET GS 4 E's. rejected 


are. granted: by Great Britain. The amendment 
appears. fair and equitable, and. yet the Nfiniſter | 
hes ſhewn by his own conduR, that re- ; 


rejected a clauſe propoſed to reſtrain bounties on 
exportation to all other countries except as be- 
fore, expreſsly becauſe that branch of commerce 
did not make a part of the preſent arrangement. 
Now the. very ſame argument goes to the rejecti- 
on of the amendment; the object of which is 
equally ſoreign to regulating the intercourſe be- 
tween the two kingdoms, and Ireland by acced- 
ing to it, would ſubmit to a reſtriction from 
wpjch ſhe is, at preſent, exempt. 


RESOLUTION XVI. 


This reſolution, in its original ſtate, engaged 
in each kingdom an effectual preference to arti- 
cles of the growth, produce, or manufactures; of 
the other, over thoſe of foreign nations. But 4 

_ clauſe has been inſerted in England, demanding 
Ireland to engage herfelf to give a like preference 
to all We India goods over ſimilar articles from 
the ſtates of America, in all caſes where Great 
Britain not only #ow gives ſuch a preference, but 
1n all caſes that ſhe may hereafter give it, by im- 
poſing duties. I have already ſhewn how far the 
principle of this amendment appeared inadmiſſi- 
ble, under reſolution 4th. The object of it ap- 
pears: equally fo, as it is totally foreign to the 
preſent ſettlement; and might prove very inju- 
rious to Jreland, by giving to Great Britain the 
power of cramping the intercourſe. between Fre- 
land and America, which promiſes to be highly 
advantageous to this kingdom. It might, in 
many inſtances, be the intereſt of Great Britain 
to encourage. the monopoly of her Ve India. 
iſlands; but could, in no inſtance, be the in- 
tereſt of Ireland. I maintain that it would be 
iafigitely preferable for Ireland to. renounce at 
once all trade or communication with the Weſ 
$5. Po * 
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in this kingdom. 


= r 
Indies, than to ſubmit to ſo injurious a reſtriction; 
abſtracted from the unconſtitational principle on 


which it is founded. | 
RESOLUTION XVI. 


As no ſpecies of property is acquired with more 
labour, or more uſeful to the publick, ſo none 


deſerves greater encouragement than literary 


knowledge. The protection of literary property 
will therefore appear a very proper object, and 
falls nag" under the original plan, tho' it 
made no part of it. Care ſhould, however, be 
taken not to extend the operation of copy-rights 
to Ireland, but to reſerve to our Printers the 
privilege they enjoy of printing and vending with- 


RESOLUTION XVII. 


The above caution is ſtill more requiſite in re- 
ſpect to this reſolution, which is alſo new, and 
is intended to guard patent rights, as the 17th is 
to guard copy rights. If the protection granted 
to both be the ſame, namely, to prevent the 
Iriſb from taking the advantage of the publication 
or diſcovery to ſupply the Britiſb market, I think 
there cannot poſſibly be any objection to the re- 
gulation. But if it is meant to preclude Ireland 


from ſupplying herſelf with the different articles 
&c. &c: except from the author, or pategtee, 


or from thoſe acting under their powers, and 
thus extending the operation of the copy-right 


and patent to Ireland, I think it ought, by no 


means, to be admitted; becauſe it is not, at pre- 


ſent, fo underſtood, and if ſuch had been the 


conſtruction of copy- rights and patents, IRELAND 
muſt have not only been plunged in pays 
dut 
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but her poverty would have for ever precluded 


her from the machinery neceſſary for carrying on 
manufactures, and the innumerable improve- 
ments ſhe has copied from the ingenuity and in- 


vention of Great Britain. 


RESOLUTION XIX. 


Is new, but falls properly under the original 
object of ſettlement. 


RE SOLUTION XX, _ 


lhave already ſtated my objections to the prin- 


ciple of compenſation from which this reſolution 
ariſes. The more attentively the ſubject is con- 
ſidered, the more forcible will they appear; for 
the whole being viewed as one plan, and parts 
of one ſyſtem, a failure in the e eee of any 
one article would vitiate the whole; and Ireland 
would, by refuſing to confirm any one decree of 
Great Britain, forfeit all the advantages held un- 
der ſuch a title. 

I humbly conceive that a legal objection might 
ariſe to the appropriation of a revenue already 
appropriated. If ſuch a propoſal had come from 
any other man, My. Pitt would not have failed 
to exclaim, that the King's ſacred rights were in- 
vaded, and his Majeſty robbed of his property. 

I have a much ſtronger objection to PERMA- 


NENT proviſions for ſecuring the due collection of the. 


revenue; or, in other words, to a PERPETUAL. 
REVENUE BILL, which is perfectly in conformity 
with Mr. Pitt's plan of Britiſh ſuperiority, and 
Only three years ago, no miniſter on earth 
would have dared to inſult the Iriſb nation with 
ſuch propoſals. And I believe ſtill, that no ml” 
| ; Y WE» . | n1 er 
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niſter will be found deſperate enough to ſtats 
1 fuch requiſitions to the Iriſß parliament. 

Þ Great Britain has ever jealouſly retained the 
5 power of granting ſupplies; even to the moſt con- 
= ſtitutional and indiſpenſably neceſſary defence of 
| her trade and empite, her navy, except from 
—ͤ ͤ v | 
. Will Ireland make a PERPT VAI grant to the 
YN ſame ſervice If ſhe were capable of a general 
W | ſurrender of her conſtitution and independence in the 
[ff caſes I have ſtated above, ſhe might readily agree 
5 to complete the new em by granting a perpetual” 
1 Jupply, in time of peace, to Great Britain; and 
1 in time of war, a right to demand a further pro- 
15 viſion.— But has Exgland herfelf nothing to 
Wn , dread from the example? a great authority has 
11 i told us from the throne that a ſimilarity of laws 
\ and conſtitution formed the ſtrongeſt bond of our 
| ff connexion. When the Vi conſtitution is new 
9 modelled, a greater authority may enforce the ar- 
gument of ſimilarity to Great Britain. 


Having thus gone thro' each of the teſolutiotis 
ſeparately, it was my original intention to have 
taken a general view of the whole; ſtating the 
advantages againſt the diſadvantages; but I am 
afraid of treſpaſſing by repetitions, as I have al- 
ready in a manner anticipated this part of my 
plan, and rendered any further arguments unne- 
eeſſary, to convince every man in the kingdom 
that the diſadvantages would infinitely outweigh 
the advantages viewed only in a commercial light, 
without any reference to a conftitutional. —For it 
is ſelf· evident that Ireland miſt have brought her 
manufactures to an equal perfection with — 
ln 5 8 
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I not a greater, before ſhe can teſerve one ſhil- 
ling advantage from one part of the arrange= 
ment; and be poſſeſſed of ſhipping and a ca- 
pital ſufficient to give long credit to the Britiſh 
Merchant, before ſhe can become the boaſted em- 
porium of foreign trade, {6 as to ſupply Great Bri- 
tain with the articles that fall under the ſecond; 
Ireland might with equal wiſdom, treat for a 
power of ſupplying Virginia with tobacco, and 
Ruſſia with hemp. F or ſo far from encouraging 
our manufactures, this ſyſtem would for ever de- 
preſs them. But it may be ſaid, why then do not 
the Manufacturers come forward and oppoſe it 
becauſe we have no Manufacturers, except in the 
Line branch, and that is our great misfortune. 
Wich regard to the Merchants, I muſt alſo beg 
leave to obſerve, that the little trade carried oi 
hitherto in this Kingdom has been principally on 
Britiſh capitals, and that the greater part of that 

body may be viewed rather as Brit; Factors than 
#riſþ Merchants, Many of them are men of ſenſe, 
probity, and diſcerament ; but ſelf-intereſt gives 
a ſtrong bias to the mind. The intereſt of mer- 
| chants is frequently. oppoſite. to that of the pub- 
lic; but more particularly, the intereſt” of the 
Iriſh importer of Britiſh goods, or exporters ot 
Iriſh materials for Britiþ manufactures is directly 
repugnant to that of the landed and manufactur- 
ing intereſts of this kingdom; and yet in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of the kingdom ſuch a trade is indiſpen- 
ſably neceſſary, It is natural for men engaged in 
the commiſſion line to dread any interruption to that 
ſyſtem. They are not free agents, but acting 
under Brit;/þ influence and the ſame cauſes that 
operated ſo long in keeping the J Parliament 
dependent on the Britiſb, will operate long in kcep- 
ing the Jriſß merchants in the ſame ſubjection. 

It will, however, be univerſally allowed that 

Ireland could not, in her preſent ſtate, receive the 


lighteſt benefit of any kind from the new arrange- 
G ment, 
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ment.—For a diſtant proſpect of ideal advantages, 
what is ſhe called on to give up? 


At this moment the commerce of Ireland is free 
and unreftrained, except the inſignificant branch 


of Colony trade, granted by Britain in 1780. Ame- 
rica, I mean Independent America, Ruſſia, and the 
Northern Kingdoms and States that lie on the 
Baltick, offer a ſure and inexhauſtible market 
to the manufactures of Ireland, The only rival that 
can keep her back is Great Britain ; in her pre- 
ſent ſtate ſhe can encourage her manufactures by 
bounties or exportation. By this plan ſhe is to 
renounce this right, in reſpe& to America® ;—and 
further to give Great Britain a power of taxing 
her Þ American imports, in favour of the Weſt 
India Colonies, which muſt prove highly preju- 
dicial to the growing intercourſe between Ireland 
and America. But this is not all, Ireland is fur- 
ther to engage to impoſe F ſimilar duties to Great 
Britain, in all times hereafter, on her exports to 
America, the Britiſp Colonies, and Africa, at the 
diſcretion of Great Britain. By a very ſlight uſe 
of this power, Great Britain could for ever re- 
ſtrain the exports of Ireland preciſely to the ar- 
ticles that ſhe pleaſed to permit; for I have al- 
ready obſerved, that eſtabliſhed and flouriſhing 
manufactures can bear impoſts that would have 
totally cruſlied them in an infant ſtate : nay, the 
very Freſtrictions and regulations which Great 
Britain demands a power of laying hereafter, at 
all times, on the trade and commerce of Ireland, 
might be eaſily managed to prevent her growing 
proſperity from giving umbrage to her jealous 
ſiſter. Add to the above, the terms impoſed in 
fayour of the | Britiſh Eaſt India Company, for 
which I refer to what I have ſaid on R. 9; and it 
mult appear madneſs in the extreme to admit for 
one moment the idea of treating on ſuch terms; 
not to take into the account all the objections I 
| | have, 
R 15. tR.16, +R.8. $R.4. IR 9. 


: 1. 31 
have ſtated as ariſing from the terms of the 20th 
Reſolution. 


Ireland, after ſuch an agreement attempting to 
enter into any competition as a manufacturing or 


commercial ſtate with Great Britain, would be 


like a child, who after ſubmitting to have his 


hands and feet bound, ſhould attempt to wreſtle | 


with a Hercules. 

We muſt not forget too an additional drag- 
chain hung on our infant manufactures by an im- 
| 8 of new taxes, given for 140, oool. 

ut which will take a much greater ſum out of 
the pockets of the people. An honeſt man, feel- 
ing for the public, propofes to equalize the an- 
nual expence with the annual income of the State, 
— Nothing ſo eaſy, ſays the Miniſter, and im- 
poſes new taxes for the purpoſe: Is the corrup- 
tion or extravagance of Government either re- 
ſtrained, or guarded againſt in future by this 
operation ?—Not in the leaſt | but means are fur- 
rag ſupply and encourage the one and the 
other. 

To conclude, therefore, this part of my ſub- 
ject, let me entreat every Iriſhman to recolle& 
that Ireland, at this moment, enjoys the ſame 
privileges, rights and powers to ſend all articles 
of foreign produce, &c. to Great Britain, in the 
ſame manner, and to the ſame extent that Great 
Britain does to ſend ſuch articles into Ireland. 
The Miniſter himſelf has repeatedly given this 
conſtruction of the navigation laws; Ireland 
ought not to admit any other: to treat therefore 
for what you already enjoy, would be an abſur- 
dity 1986807027 = | 

As to the other branch of the preſent plan, the 
admitting [rifþ manufactures to the Britiſh mar- 
ket, we have a right to demand ſuch a permiſſion 
in return for the indulgence of the ſame kind 
granted to Great Britain; or, if ſhe ſhould re- 
tuſe to make this conceſſion, we have the remedy 
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in our own power by following her example, and 
protecting our infant manufactures by ſuch duties 
as we ſhall judge expedient ; and ſo the buſineſs 
will be ſettled e the ſatis faction of 
both kingdoms. Ht 2 | 
may be aſked if it be not practicable to mo- 
dify Mr. Pitt's reſolutions, ſo as to make the 
agreeable to Ireland ?—l anſwer, that the one 
modification that Ireland can expect, is a tota 
rejection of his ad, 4th, 5th, 8th, gth, and the 
obnoxious parts of his 15th and 16th reſolutions, 
Until thoſe are abandoned and given up, Ireland 
ought not ſo much as to admit any treaty with a 
Miniſter who has inſulted her, by demanding a 
ſurrender of her independence to Great Britain.— 
The 20th ſhould allo be rejected, and in its ſtead, 
a general reſolution made of the propriety of 
 Treland's contributing at all times to the general 
expence of the State, as her Parliament ſhall from 
time to time judge expedient. 
If Mr. Pitt accedes to the original conditions 
that the Duke of Rutland propoſed to the Jriſb 
Parliament, Ireland is bound to abide by them. 
Let individuals forfeit their hoo if they pleaſe; 
Ireland, I hope, never will forfeit hers. 
| _ Having ſaid thus much with regard to the com- 
mercial part of theſe reſolutions, it was my wiſh 
and intention to have entered into a ſeparate diſ- 
cuſſion of the conſtitutional, as the more imme- 
diate object of the 4th, 5th, 8th, a.5th and 16th 
reſolutions. But in this every man of ſenſe and 
ſpirit throughout the kingdom—eyery man who 
has a regard for the rights of Ireland—every man 
Who has not yet forgotten the revolution of 1782, 
has already anticipated me. Theſe reſolutions 
are, as Mr. Grattan declared them to be, SUB- 
VERSIVE OF THE RIGHTS OF IRELAND, 
and it is no unfavourable omen for the people of 
this country, that when the reſolutions were ſo 
reprobated by Mr. Grattan, there was not a 
| me 0] W 
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even to inſinuate that Government here was per- 
fectly reſolved on carrying this obnoxivus ſyſtem, 


as it now ſtands, through the Houſe of Commons. 


will be altered in the Hauſe of Lords in England, 
or whether they will return here, with all their 
imperfeckions on their head, to undergo ſome 
trifling modification in our Parliament, time only 
can ſhew: in the interim it is proper that the 
people of Ireland ſhould be acquainted with their 
real ſituation, and that it ſhould be unfolded to 
them with that delicaty and that reſpect which 
is due to thoſe who govern, as well as to thoſe 
who are governed. The fourth reſolution ſpeaks 
for itſelf. It requires no ſupplementary com- 
ment, no ſubtle and malign interpreter, no 
querulous language of diſappointed party. It 
is in totidem verbis a reſumption of the right of 
externel legiſlation on the part of England, as the 
5th, 8th, and 16th are of internal; it has been 
| | by 
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by ſome members * of both houſes of parliament 
in England declared to be ſo, and they have 
2 the Miniſter their ſupport for no other rea- 

on, but becauſe it is a reſumption. Diſagreeing 
with him in almoſt every thing elſe, they ac- 
cord entirely with him in this. Let not then, 
fince things are ſo ſituated, let not the good ſenſe 
of the people of Ireland be impoſed on by any 
miniſterial ſeductive language, Let them not 
liften to the nonſenſe of any man who will dare 
to tell them that all is harmony, all is content, 
and that this ſyſtem is in every reſpe& the moſt 
beneficial that can be imagined, Let them turn 
with indignation from any dependant of the 
Caſtle who will retail to them the fabricated lie 
of office, and ſay that theſe propoſitions have 
been diſcoloured and diſtorted merely by fac- 
tion. The Miniſtry, and the Minittry alone 
have given them whatever tinge they have re- 
ceized. They alone are anſwerable for this ſyſ- 
tem; they alone can be accuſed of diſturbing the 


| harmony between the two kingdoms; they alone, 


have irritated the minds of the ple. Were 
the writer hereof mean and wicked enough to 
exult in the calamities of government; were he 
capable of indulging a deſpicable and malignant 
triumph in their miſtakes and their miſconduct ; 

were he as anxious to' procure them as much un- 


popularity in the country, as it is his wiſh at all 


times to proeure them reſpect and approbation ; 
his advice to them would be to go on jult as they 
are at preſent, neither to turn to the right hand 
or the left, but to purſue the completion of a 
ſyſtem which holds out conſtitution, and re- 
ciprocity as its ſuppoſed foundations; and in 
every line of it diſplays the moſt contemptuous 
 infulting deviation 2 both. _ 
© Mr, Jolliffe, & e. 
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